The HARD CAS E of the STOCKINGMAKERS, 


Humbly ſubmitted to the HOSI ERS, 
Nahen e 45 4 2 | 
OUR Petitioners have tor” ſeveral years paſt laboured under greater Hardſhips 

then any other ſer of Manufacturers in the kingdom. 


For while the Wages of all other Workmen, and even Day-Labourers, have been 
ratled, ours have been lowered, We have been told indeed, that this was unavoida- 


ble: — however that might be, it cannot be denied, that our Rates were ſome time ago, 
reduced near Two- Pence in the Shilling. 


About one Stockingmaker in four can get qs a week by cloſęe Work; out of which the 
are obliged to deanet NIN E-FEENCE a Week Frame-rent; NI SE ENCE a Weck Seam 
ing; and LHREE-PENCE a Weck for Needles. In the Winter, Fire and Candle 
may be juſt]; eſtimated at Nixe-ypexct a Week more—lo that the neat Earnings of one 
of the better hands, in the Summer ſeaſon is 7s 3 d— in the Winter 6s 6 d. a Week. 
With this {mall Sum, they have Houſe-rent or Lodgings to pay, and with the little 
remainder, have all the neceſſaries of lite to furniſh for themicives and their families, 
at a time when the coarſeſt Bread is near T'wo-rexce a Pound and Butcher's Meat in 
proportion. | 


Thoſe who have credit enough to take Apprentices are but little mended in their ſitu- 
ation, They mult be at the trouble and expence of learning and maintaining them, two 
years before they can earn their Maſters 65 week out of which the above deductions 
muſt be made; to ſay nothing of the time loft, in looking after and keeping ſuch lads to 
cloſe employ. 


The price of Proviſions (which for ten years paſt nas been gradually increaſing 
and is now above doubled) they are ſenſit le is the true cauſe that obliges them to make 
this diſagreeable Complaint. 


Had that cauſe been temporary; had the probability of returning Seaſons afforded 
them any reaſon to hope for Relief, they had ſtruggled on with their Hardſhips, Grie- 
vous as they are, and ſaved to yc © the Trouble of this Meeting. 


No Hope of that fort remaini , numbers daily falling on Pariſhes ; oth ready by 

ſom Act of deſperation, to involve themſelves in greater difficulties, (if there can be 

beyond what they now feel) they have at laſt come to the Reſolution of ſubmitting 
their Caſe to you Gentlemen, who only can give them Relief, 


From the readineſs you have ſhown to indulge them with this Meeting, they fatter 
themſelves you will give the ſame Attention to them as they are informed has been 
given to their Brethren in like circumſtances in the neighbouring Counties, 


Should the price of Proviſions become the ſubject of Public Enquiry, and by the 
wiſdom of Parliament be reduced; we ſhall chearfully ſubmit to a reduction in our 
Rates, as we did Ten Years ago, on the alledged decline of Trade. 


We are ſenſible of the 


Such an Application muſt proceed from you Gentlemen. 
impropriety of ou interfering in matters of Government. 


We ſhall patiently and quietly wait the Event of your determination, And remain 


GENTLEMEN, 
(With all Duty and Reſpect) 


: Your moſt humble Servants, = 
Luiertir The Stockingmakers. 
. /udy 3 // IAA . 7 71 J. 


* That we may not be thought to aſſert at random ; we here give the weight of a Two; penny Loaf, of the coarſeſt 
ſort, or Houſhold, as ſet by the Juſtices Ten Years ago and at preſent, from the Aſſize of Bread printed by Auther:t; 
in the LE1CESTER-JOURNAL, 
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